
,). WILLIAM COX. M.D .. Ph.D. 
OIRECTOR 

(619) 236·2237 

STEVEN A. ESCOBOZA 
ASSISTANT OIAECTOA 

(6l9J 236-7633 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 

1700 PACIFIC HIGHWAY, SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 92101-2417 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 85261 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92138-5261 
(619) 338-2222 

January 12, 1990 

Gerry Hardacre 
Environmental Resources Manager 
General Dynamics-Convair Division 
3302 Pacific Highway 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Dear Mr. Hardacre: 

RE: Incident #89-583 / Acid Spill 12-31-89 
3302 Pacific Highway-Bldg.#75 NOTICE OF VIOLATION 

This Notice of Violation is in response to the release from your 
facility of 10-12,000 gallons of aluminum etch solution contaminated with 5,000 gallons of sodium dichromate solution. 

This incident is evidence that the current design and operation of your plating process in building #75 does not preclude the loss of hazardous materials to the environment. This constitutes a violation of section 67120 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22. In addition, by allowing the process tank spill containment area to be utilized for holding free liquids containing hazardous wastes, your facility is in violation of Section 66508 of Title 22, CCR. 

In order to minimize the potential of another hazardous material incident and to ensure protection of the public health and safety and the environment the following actions are to be taken: 



Gerry Hardacre -2- January 12, 1990 
. 

1) Submit a written site assessment report pursuant to Section 
67145(j) of Title 22 CCR. This preliminary report must include 
details of the incident, a determination of the type and extent of 
contamination, and an assessment of actual or potential hazards to 
human health or the environment. This report must be submitted to 
this office by February 20, ~990. This case has been assigned to 
Darryl Fowler, of the Site Assessment·and Mitigation Program of the HMMD. . 

2) Submit a preliminary hazard assessment describing the immediate 
and long-term corrective action your facility will pursue for 
improving the design and operation of the processing operation in 
building #75. This must be accomplished by preparing and 
implementing a Risk Management and Prevention Program (RMPP). The 
preliminary hazard assessment describing the immediate corrective 
action must be submitted to Pat Hoy, of the Community Response 
Services Program of the HMMD, by March l, ~990. ··The final RMPP 
must be submitted by January s, ~991. 

The RMPP is designed to minimize accidents involving acutely 
hazardous materials, and to develop plans to respond to on-site and 
off-site consequences should an accident occur. Chapter 6.95 of 
the California Hea·l th and Safety Code defines acutely hazardous 
materials (AHM) , as all chemicals designated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) as "extremely hazardous substances". 
Nitric acid and hydrofluoric acid are chemicals currently on EPA's 
list. Please refer to the "Advanced" RMPP Guidance document 
prepared by the State of california Office of Emergency Services. 

The Hazardous Materials Management Division is responsible for 
protecting the public health and safety and the environment. The 
documents requested are intended to minimize the hazards associated 
with handling hazardous materials at your facility and to correct 
the violations noted. Your facility is currently in violation of 
the law and may be subject to further legal action. Failure to 
correct these violations in a timely manner may be a factor in 
determining the course of any legal action. 

If you have any questions please contact me at (619) 338-2395, 
Darryl Fowler or Pat Hoy at (619) 338-2222. 

Sin.{/ely, 

~J. 
Hazardous Materials Management Division 

DJA:dmc 

cc: Nancy Riikonen-SD Metropolitan Industrial Waste 
Jim Munch-Regional water Quality Control Board 

tPat Hoy/Christina Graulau-HMMD 
Darryl Fowler/Ben Franklin-HMMD 
H#04497 File 



APPENDIX A 

For the period January 1, 1987 to present, provide a I I 
original documents, reports, studies, drawings and the like, to 
include the original and al 1 revisions as they relate to chemical 
processing, chemical hand! ing and storage, chemical equipment. and 
chemical materials and spi I Is, located at General Dynamics 
Corporation, Convair Division, Sui !ding No. 75, Lindbergh Field 
Plant, San Diego, CA. These records should include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 

1. AI I documents as they relate to Inspection, maintenance, 
and/or repair of chemical processing equipment. 

2. All documents, records, contracts, and the I ike as they 
relate to maintenance and/or repairs occurring to chemical tank 
No. 140 and a I I other processing equipment, storage equipment or 
containment equipment for chemicals. 

3. AI I documents pertaining to the inspection, maintenance 
and/or repair of the concrete sump surroundi~g the area where 
chemical tank No. 140 is located. 

4. AI I documents related to alI chemical spi I Is occurring in 
December 1989 at General Dynamics Corporation, Convair Division, 
Sui lding No. 75, San Diego, CA. 

5. All documents, reports of investigation, site plans, 
photographs, chemical test reports, worksheets and computer 
generated reports, which reference/relate In any way to the acid 
sp i I I in December 1989, and any other hazardous sp i I Is or the 
discharge of hazardous materials to the sewer near or at Sui !ding 
No. 75. 

6. All traveler documents or other records, related to any 
Government contract, indicating any parts which were processed in 
any way in Sui lding No. 75. 

7. AI I engineering studies, reports and the I ike, to 
include alI drawings contained therein, as they relate to 
chemical material use and/or storage at Bui !ding No. 75. 
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J . WILLIAM CO X. M . D .. Ph. D . 
DI R ECTOR 

HEALTH SI;RVICES ; --------------------~~·---~-

(C 191 236· 223 7 

/ 1700 PACIFIC HIGHWAY. S.AN DIEGO/ C 'LIFORNIA 92101-2417 
STEVEN A . ESCOBOZA 

ASSISTANT DIR ECTO R 
UP 91 236· 7C33 

j(),\r\~~ l\'\'e\'V.-Gt~ t~ ""'\ tJA_'pL~~ t t'\ ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICE~---------HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT DIVISION P.O . BOX 85261 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92138-5261 (619) 338-2222 

January 12, 1990 

Gerry Hardacre 
Environmental Resources Mana g e r Genera l Dynamic s-Convair Divisi on 3302 Pa c if i c Highway 
Sa n Di ego, CA 92101 

De ar Mr. Hardacre: 

RE: Incident #89-583 / Acid Spill 12-31-89 

. l 

3 302 Pacific Highway-Bldg . #75 . NOTICE OF VIOLATION 

This Notice of Violation is in response to the release from your fa c ility of lU 12,000 gallons of aluminum etch solution contaminated with 5,000 gall o ns of s od ium d ichromate solution . 
This incide evidence that the current design and of your plating process in building #75 oes no oss o f haza~dous materials to the environment. This constitutes a ~ violation of Section 67120 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title i2. In addition, by allowing the process tank spill containment area to be utilized for holding free liquids containing hazardous wastes, · your faclll ty lS ln VlOlatlon of Section 66508 1f Title 22, CCR. 

' order to minimize the potential of anothe r hazardous material ~ident and to ensure protection of the public health and safe ty ' the environment the following actions are to be taken: 
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1) Submit a written site assessment report pursuant to Section 
67145(j) of Title 22 CCR. This preliminary report must include 
details of the incident, a determination of the type and extent of 
contamination, and an assessment of actual or potential hazards to 
human health or the environment. This report must be submitted to 
this office by February 20, 1990. This case has been assigned to 
Darryl Fowler, of the S1.te Assessment ·and Mitigation Program of the 
HMMD. 

2) submit a preliminary hazard assessment descr-ibing the immediate 
and long-term corrective action your facility will pursue for 
improving the design and operation of the processing operation in 
building #75. This must be accomplished by Ereparing and 
implementing a Risk Management and Prevention Program (RMPP) . The 
preliminary hazard assessment describing the immediate corrective 
action must be submitted to Pat Hoy, of the Community Response 
Services Program of the HMMD, by March _1, 1990. ··The final RMPP 
must be submitted by January 5, ·1991. 

The RMPP is designed to minimize accidents involving acutely 
hazardous materials, and to develop plans to respond to on-site and 
off-site consequences should an accident occur. Chapter 6.95 of 
the California Health and Safety Code defines acutely hazardous 
materials (AHM) , as all chemicals designated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) as "extremely hazardous substances". 
Nitric acid and hydrofluoric acid are chemicals currently on EPA's 
list. Please refer to the "Advanced" RMPP Guidance document 
prepared by the State of California Office of Emergency Services. 

The Hazardous Materials Management Division is responsible for 
protecting the public health and safety and the environment. The 
documents requested are intended to minimize the hazards associated 
with handling hazardous materials at your facility and to correct 
the violations noted. Your facility is currently in violation of 
the law and may be subject to further legal action. Failure to 
correct these violations in a timely manner may be a factor in 
determining the course of any legal action. 

If you have any· questions please contact me 
:::~e::~ler or Pat Hoy at (619) 338-2222. 

~J. 
Hazardous Materials Management Division 

DJA:dmc 

at ( 619) 

cc: Nancy Riikonen-SD Metropolitan Industrial Waste 
Jim Munch-Regional Water Quality Control Board 

tPat Hoy/Christina Graulau-HMMD 
Darryl Fowler/Ben Franklin-HMMD 
H#04497 File . 

~371 
338-H9-5-,_ 
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INCIDENT TYPE 028 HAZARDOUS MTERIALS INCIDENT RESPONSE REPORT ':"':"-:-
i- 1 eiRE/OTHER # I 

-
I I 

-
I COUNTY # I 

-
I 

/\GENCY~REPO~·: SDFD # HI R T # -----
OAT[ ( 12/31/89 ) . 

TOTAL TJ.W-: 3.5 + 2 ! . 
A + ll TiME: INJh. "~I 1310 SCENE MR !VAL 1420 RETURN HQTS TIME IN HQTS 

LOCATION 3302 Pacific Highway San Diego I 92101 
Street City Thom Bros: Pg7coord. 

JURISDICTION: FIHE DISTRICT San Diego Fire 
PHONE c 236-7773 -SCENE MGR INCIDENT COMMANDER 

RESPONDING AGENCIES (Include Contact Person on Scene): County llaz Hat ~1i ke Vernetti _J_._frank -· 

SEI'ID BILL TO: NAN[ 
~!Vt/C"~ J COMPANY General Dynamics/Convair CONTACT PER~~-t Fieldi-; /_/ CORP I 3302 Pacific Highway, San Diego _. ~ ADDRE~S 

"1"11Ufft 772-0842 PROPERTY 01-/NER 
PHONE ADDRESS ______________________________________________________ _ 

HAZARDOUS ~~TERIALS: DESCRIPTION 
Acid etch tank No. 140 
Nitric Acid (HN03), HCL, Sodium Bicromate 

RE~MKS: (Include description and action taken) 
Received call from Capt. Leap, San Diego Fire. General Dynamics reported an acid spill which occurred between 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. A 15DOO gal acid etch tank leaked into a series of sum~s which contained Sodium~icromate. 12000 gal of Nitric Acid j and 5000 gal Sodium~icromate was lost into the sewer system. Apparently the , acid corroded a gate valve in the sump taU$1ng the sp1ll. lh1s information was reporte~ to me by John Fields of General Dynamics. A s1te 1nvest1gation was made by Vernetti I and Ke:th De Armond, Maintenance Supervisor. Point Lorna Treatment Facility was ad vi sed of the spill. I Persons contacted: John Field, General Dynamics 272-0842 Keith De Armond, General Dynamics 542-7742; Mr. Dale, Pcint Lorna Treatment 221~6627 I 

ADDITIOI'IAL ACTION REQUIRED: 

Referral to Nanc) Rikomen of City Water Utilities and to HMMD Specialist 
Kanifest b I --------; ·COPIES SENT TO: 

oar 
CITY HAZ MAT 

0 ERSON PREPARING REPORT: 
... 

HIRT TEf;M RECOMMENDS COST R~COVEP.Y: 
I X I Yes 

CASTS: 5.5 X $60.00 = $330.00 

L Mike Vernetti - HI11>:D 

1=1 Propositic~ 65 Notification· r -----Design~t~d Government Emoloyee 
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( (iiiRT) ~ 

( 
INCIDENT TYPE Hf<ZAIWOUS /11\TERif,LS INCIDENT RESPONSE REPORT 7890-

#: I I I' IRE/OTHER # __ [I COUNTY C __ 

OAT[ 1/1/90 
TOTAL T U!£0_.5._ 

I ' l-\_, ,. 
028 

+ 
A + n TIME: INITIAl OlSPIITCil SCENE MRfVAL RETURN HQTS TIME J N HQTS 

LOCAl! 011 3302 Pacific Hwy San Diego 92HJ1 Street City Thom Uros: Pg7Coord. 
JURISD!CT!QN: FIHE DISTRICT Sar Diego Fire PHONE • 

" - --SCENE MGH 
INCIDENT COMMANDER 

. 

RESPONDING AGENCIES (Include Contact Person on Scene): County l!az •ra t --

I SE!W BILL TO: 
I COMP!l.NY Genera 1 Oynami cs/Conva i r 
J .4DDREss3302 Pacific Highway, San Diego 

I 
N/\NE -----------------

CONTIICT PERSO, 

PROPERTY OWNER --------------------- PHONE ------

I 

I ADo,qEss 
·---~=================================-=-----; I HAZARDOUS KATERIALS: OESCR I PTI ON 

Acid Etch tank No. 140 
Nitric Acid (HN03), Hydrochloric acid (HCL) 

REMARKS: (Include description and action taken) This is «n update to Hirt Report dated 12/31/89. 'phone conversation with Jerry Hardrocre, Environmental Mgr., General Dynamics/Convair. He EJ<plained to me that the acfd etch solution spill ~id not go into the sewer system. It emptied through a hole in the concrete sump in the ground. Reports of 7000 to 12000 gallons were 'lost. Pacific treatment iS now pUIIIpllig out what they can. A private contractor will be hired to perform soil sampling and extent of contamination. A cement contractor will repair the sump and another contractor will. reline the acid etch tank. r/£ sA;<l so.o/vH L}t~o""/1-/l.C" ~ ,<-<'T/~...-oL>'4:J /..v 74"'-S/'/~<../ tv/nf.C .7(}/-.U .)-/L:i"Z-45 S..-14-a /T 

ADDITION/\L ACTION REQUIRED: 

Refer to SAM for follow up. 
Referred to Regional Board Jim Munch 26,5-5114 Manifest o 

---· COPIES. SEtH TO: 
ODP RWQCB 

--~C~J~T~Y~H~/\~Z~MA~T-----------------------,--------------------------~{~e~v~---­PERSON_PREPAqJNG REPORT: 
Mike Vernetti - HMMO 

1-1 Proposition 65 Noti(ication ; 
---·· Jcslgnated Gove:-::~ent E~p1ay~e ______ _ 

HIRT TEAM RECOMMENDS COST RECOVERY: 
1=1 Yes 

c~srs: 0.5 x $60.oo = $3o.oo 

! 


